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The Qur'an
The Quran was written in approximately
609 CE by a man named Muhammad,
the Muslims believe that Muhammad
was spoken to by God through an angel
named Gabriel, through a 23 year period.
Muslims regard the Quran as the most
important miracle of Muhammad, a
proof of his prophethood. According to
traditional narrative, several companions
of Muhammad served as scribes and
were responsible for writing down the
revelations. Shortly after Muhammad's
death, the Quran was compiled by his
companions who wrote down or
memorized parts of it. Chapters of the
Quran are called suras and verses are
called ayahs.

The five pillars of Islamic Faith
The five pillars of Islam are the guide lines for Muslims to live a good life. The first of the five are,

1.The testimony of faith
The testimony of faith is saying, with conviction " La ilaha illa Allah,
Muhannadur rasoolu Allah." Which in English translates to "there is
no god but God, and Muhammad is the messenger of God." The first
part of this saying, means that no one is to be worshiped but God and
God alone meaning God has no son or holy spirt. The testimony of faith
is called shahada and it is to be said with conviction in order to convert
to Islam, according to the Muslims the testimony of faith is the most
important of all the pillars.

2. Prayer
Muslims are to pray five times a day at dawn,
noon, mid-afternoon, sunset and night. Every
prayer only takes a few minutes, prayer in Islam is
a direct link between worshiper and God and can
be done anywhere, but you're supposed to face
towards Mecca because it is the birthplace of
Muhammad. On Fridays many Muslims go to a
mosque near mid-afternoon prayer time, to listen
to a sermon and pray as a community.

3. Alms giving
The third pillar of faith is alms giving, Muslims believe
everything is God's and that they should use God's riches to
help the less fortunate in their community of believers.

4. Fasting
Every year during the ninth month of the Islamic calendar,
Muslims are expected to fast from dawn to dusk.
Exceptions are made for sick, elderly and pregnant.
Although fasting has some health benefits it's regarded as a
method of spiritual self-purification, by cutting themselves
oﬀ from worldly comforts, even if for a short time it helps
them have real sympathy for those who go hungry.

5. The pilgrimage to Makkah
The annual pilgrimage to Makkah is an obligation once
in a lifetime for those who are financially and physically
able to preform it. The annual Hajj is preformed in the
twelfth month of the Islamic calendar. The act of Hajj
includes circling the Kaaba seven times and going between
the hills of Safa and Marwa seven times, as Hagar did in
her search for water. Then all the Muslims stand together
and ask God for what they wish for and also his
forgiveness, this is often thought of as a preview of the
judgement day.

Muhammad
Muhammad was born approximately in 570 B.C. In Mecca,
an Arabian city. Muhammad was orphaned at an early age,
he was taken in by his uncle, Abu Talib. When Muhammad
grew up he worked mainly as a merchant, often Muhammad
would go to a secluded cave in the mountains for many days,
to pray. Later at age 40, it was reported that he was visited
by the angel Gabriel and received his first revaluation from
God. Three years later after this event, Muhammad started
preaching these revelations, publicly saying "God is one," and
that complete surrender is the only way acceptable to God,
and that he was a massager of God.

Sunni's and Shi'as
The division between sunni's and shi'as is one of the largest and
oldest in the history of Islam. Both groups agree on the same
fundamentals and both believe the in the holy book, the Quran, but
their diﬀerences mainly come from diﬀerent historical experiences,
political and social developments as well as ethnic views. The
disagreement originates from the question of who should succeed
after the prophet Muhammad's death. When Muhammad died he
left no word as to who would lead the Muslims. The Sunni group of
Muslims chose Abu bakr, a close companion of Muhammad, to be
the caliph and he was accepted by most of the Muslim community.
However, the Shi'a Muslims, a smaller group of Muslims believed
it should be Muhammad's son-in-law and cousin Ali. Being as
though Abu had more Muslims wanting him to be caliph, he became
the first caliph after Muhammad's death.

Features of Muslim socity
Art: Islamic art is a large part of Islamic studies, throughout
history their art has mainly been abstract and decorative
containing mostly geometric, floral, arabesque and calligraphic
patterns. Unlike the strong tradition of portraying living things
such as humans, in Christian art, Islamic art doesn't like to
include depictions of living things, including human beings,
Although they do on rare occasions.
Technology: A number of modern day inventions were made in the
medieval Islamic world, many of the inventions that we use today
were developed during this time. A few of these inventions are the
guitar, the lute, coﬀee, early torpedoes, vertical axe windmill and
the hookah.

Science: Two of the main beliefs in the ways of science are
creation, and evolution. According to the holy book of the
Muslims, the Quran, it states that "Allah is - Al khaliq" which
means that God is the creator. This would make you think that
they are creationists but no, the Quran also says
" Allah is - Al Bari" which means Evolver. The Muslims
teaching believe both, although they've changed a few things
about creation and left evolution alone. Creationist believe that
God made everything, Muslims believe the same thing except how
the first humans were made. The Christian holy book, the Bible
says that Adam and Eve were both created on earth were as the
Quran states that Adam and Eve were created in heaven not on
earth and when they disobeyed God they were cast out of heaven,
down to earth.

Economics: Islamic economics is the knowledge and application of
injunctions and rules of the shariah that prevent injustice in the acquisition
and disposal of material resources in order to provide satisfaction to
Muslims and enable them to preform their obligations to Allah and the
society. A few of the basic features of Islamic economics are, Freedom of
enterprise, which pretty much means what it's saying in the Quran, it states
"Allah has made business lawful for you." Another basic feature is the
special concept of ownership, in Islam God is the true owner of all things.
The Quran says "to Allah belongs whatever is in the earth." However,
Allah in all his mercy allows humans to inherit wealth, own it and use it.
In early Islam there were three types of ownership; private ownership,
communal and state ownership. Private ownership means what it says, like
owning a private piece of land of house of something of that sort.
Communal ownership is what the community owns such as water, canals,
pastures and graveyards. And state ownership was stuﬀ like mines, rivers
and large tracks of land.

The spread of Islam

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=PFSin5Gctv8

